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What should I know?

ONLINE EARTHQUAKE INFORMATION 

After an earthquake, knowing more about 

what just happened can reduce fears and help 

you understand what to expect next. Online 

earthquake information products include: 

Recent earthquakes map — Within  

1 to 2 minutes of an earthquake, its location 

and magnitude are available at several  

Web sites, including data.scec.org and  

earthquakes.usgs.gov. 

“ShakeMap” — Within 5 to 10 min-

utes of most felt earthquakes (magnitude 

3.5 and greater) in Southern California, a 

“ShakeMap” is posted on the Web. This 

map shows the range of shaking intensi-

ties across a region. Every quake has 

only a single magnitude, but it produces a 

range of shaking intensity values over the 

area in which it is felt.

ShakeMaps use data from seismic  

instruments to provide a rapid picture of 

where the strongest shaking occurred. 

These maps help to identify areas where  

a quake’s impact is greatest and are  

used by emergency managers to speed 

disaster response. ShakeMaps are  

available at www.cisn.org/shakemap  

or earthquake.usgs.gov/shakemap. 

“Did You Feel It?” — Tell us what  

you felt! Personal experiences of the effects 

of an earthquake are very valuable to  

scientists. When you have felt a quake,  

please report your observations by using a 

quick survey found on the U.S. Geological 

Survey “Did You Feel It?” Web site at  

earthquake.usgs.gov/eqcenter/dyfi.php. 

When you fill out this online survey, your 

observations of actual damage and shaking 

are combined with those of thousands of 

other people. The quake’s shaking intensities, 

derived from these observations, are displayed  

by ZIP code on a “Community Internet 

Intensity Map.” 

Recent Earthquake Map 
5:30 am, January 17, 1994 
(one hour after the Northridge earthquake)
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ShakeMap 
Instrumental Intensity Map — 1994 Northridge earthquake

Did You Feel It?  
Community Internet Intensity Map — 1994 Northridge earthquake
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Answers for many of your questions, online versions of this handbook in  

multiple languages, the Seven Steps to an Earthquake Resilient Business

and other supplemental documents, are all available at:

www.earthquakecountry.org

Additional support provided by:

Why should I care? (Page 4)

California Earthquake Forecast:  www.scec.org/ucerf 

California Geological Survey

 Seismic Shaking Hazard Maps:  www.consrv.ca.gov/CGS/rghm/psha/pga.htm

 Tsunami Hazards:  tsunami.ca.gov

 Landslide and Liquefaction Maps:  gmw.consrv.ca.gov/shmp 

The ShakeOut Earthquake Scenario:  urbanearth.usgs.gov/scenario08 

Historic Earthquakes in Southern California clickable map:  www.data.scec.org/clickmap.html

Recent Earthquakes in Southern California:  www.data.scec.org/recenteqs.html

What should I do? (Page 14)

Earthquake Country Alliance:  www.earthquakecountry.org 

 www.ShakeOut.org   www.dropcoverholdon.org   www.terremotos.org   

American Red Cross:  www.redcross.org

California Emergency Management Agency:  www.calema.ca.gov 

California Earthquake Authority:  www.earthquakeauthority.com

California Seismic Safety Commission: www.seismic.ca.gov

Emergency Survival Program (ESP):  www.espfocus.org

Federal Emergency Management Agency:  www.fema.gov

“Step 1” in greater detail:  www.quakeinfo.org
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United States Geological Survey Earthquake Hazards Program:  earthquake.usgs.gov

California Geological Survey:  www.consrv.ca.gov/cgs

Southern California Earthquake Center:  www.scec.org

Southern California Earthquake Data Center:  www.data.scec.org

Southern California clickable fault map:  www.data.scec.org/faults/faultmap.html 

Southern California ShakeMaps:  www.cisn.org/shakemap

Did You Feel It? – report it!:  earthquake.usgs.gov/eqcenter/dyfi.php


